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SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA SUMMARY FOR MARCH 11-12 

1. EDITORIAL IS TISHRIIN MARCH 11 NOTED THAT EXPRESSED 
DESIRE OF USG TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES OF A JUST PEACE 
SETTLEMENT HAD BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY "U.S. DECISIONS RE KFIR 
SALES, DRILLING IN GULF OF SUEZ, AND CANCELLATION OF 
CONCUSSION BOMB SALE, ACTIONS WHICH WERE MET WITH SATIS- 
FACTION ON THE ARAB SIDE." EDITORIAL STATED ARABS "USED 
TO LOOK WITH SUSPICION AT U.S. POLICY," BUT IT CONTINUED 
"ARABS OPEN TO ALL SIDES AND READY COOPERATE 
WITH EVERY EFEORT AIMED AT MOVING PEACE EFEORTS (FORWARD) 
INCLUDING AMERICAN ONES." ARABS WISHED ENCOURAGE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION "TO UNDERSTAND RIGHTS OE THE ARABS AND 
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TO ABANDON BLIND SUPPORT EOR ISRAEL'S POLICIES AND ITS 
REGIONAL AMBITIONS." ARABS DID NOT OPPOSE USA BUT 
OPPOSED ANY POLICY HARMING THEIR INTERESTS AND RIGHTS 
REGARDLESS OF SOURCE. ARABS SAID OTO HAVE GIVEN U.S. 

POLICY CHANCE NOT AVAILABLE FORMERLY. "CHANCE IS STILL 
THERE. IF SOME STATEMENTS DEMANDING ATTENTION HAVE BEEN 
ISSUED DURING RABIN'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON AND IE NEW CONCEPTS 
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NOT FAMILIAR IN PAST HAVE BEEN PUT EORWARD, SUCH 
AS SOVEREIGN BORDERS AND SECURITY BORDERS, IT WOULD BE TOO 
EARLY TO CLAIM THAT PICTURE OE THE ADMINISTRATION'S NEW 
IDEAS EOR COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTION IT TALKING ABOUT HAVE 
BEEN COMPLETED." EDITORIAL CONCLUDED THAT ARAB AND SYRIAN 
POSITIONS PRECLUDED ANY SETTLEMENT WHICH DID NOT 
INCLUDE TOTAL ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AND RESTORATION PALESTINIAN 
RIGHTS. 

2. ARTICLE ALSO APPEARED IN TISHRIIN MARCH 12 EXPRESSING 
GUARDED ENCOURAGEMENT AT RECENT U.S. POLICY TOWARDS ARAB- 
ISRAELI DISPUTE. ARTICLE STATED "ECHOES OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S STATEMENTS REGARDING THE ME AMERICAN SETTLEMENT 
PLAN HAVE STARTED REVERBERATING STRONGLY IN SOME ARAB CAPITALS. 
THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT DECLARED THAT THERE WAS DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN WHAT HE CALLED ISRAEL'S ACTUAL LEGAL BORDERS AND 

HER DEEENSE BORDERS, AND HE SUGGESTED VARIOUS MEANS TO 
HELP ISRAEL DEEEND HER SO-CALLED LEGAL BORDERS." AFTER 
DESCRIBING SEVERAL FEATURES OF PROPOSALS ATRICLE STATED 
THAT EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT STUDYING CARTER'S STATEMENTS 
WITH GREAT INTEREST AND THAT LEBANESE HAD REQUESTED EULL 
TEXT OF STATEMENTS FROM ITS AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON. 

ARTICLE ALSO NOTED RABIN STATED, "IT TIME TO EXPLORE 
PROSPECTS FOR REACHING PEACE IN ME THROUGH PURPOSEEUL 
NEGOTIATIONS." ARTICLE ASSERTED THAT "RABIN STUCK TO USUAL 
ISRAELI INTRANSIGENCE AND THAT THIS QUESTION WILL BE 
DECIDED BY HIS GOVERNMENT ALONE AND HE WILL ALLOW NO ONE 
TAKE DECISION IN THIPS REGARD WITHOUT CONSENT OE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT." ARTICLE FURTHER NOTED THAT ISRAELI NEWSPSPERS 
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COMPARED CARTER'S STATEMENT WITH ROGER'S PLAN AND 
DECLARATION OF WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER NOT TRYING TO IMPOSE SOLUTION. 

3. MARCH 12 FRONT PAGE DEVOTED TO COMMEMORATING ASAD'S 
SIXTH ANNIVERSARY AS SYRIA'S PRESIDENT. LAUDATORY HEAD- 
LINES SUCH AS, "HISTORY WILL PLACE PRESIDENT ASAD AMONG 
THE SAVIORS", ACCOMPANIED BY LARGE PHOTOS OP PRESIDENT 
INCLUDING PULL COLOR PICTURE IN THAWRA, MARKED CONTINUING 
TREND TOWARD PROMOTING "PERSONALITY CULT " AROUND ASAD. 

MURPHY 
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